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Program Overview





Impacts of this Portion of HR 1 in WA

• 1,200 of those 
receiving LTSS

• 150 Neighborhood 
House clients



A Double 
Blow

Loss of Medicaid 
insurance

AND

Loss of Medicaid-covered 
long-term services and 

supports (LTSS).
•



Limited/No Options

1. Long Term Services and Supports: WA State Legislature developed 

a state-funded program Limited Benefit Community Access Program, 

which maintains Medicaid insurance and LTSS for around 173 people 

statewide (13 at NH)

2. Health Insurance:

o Medical Care Services (MCS) - Health care only for very low income

o Marketplace Plans- $600/month premiums

o Uninsured- getting care through Federally Qualified Health Centers

3. Adjustment of Status: USCIS delays have been extensive especially for 

those from 'travel ban' countries. Some clients do not have a path to a green 

card at this time (many Ukrainian parolees)



Fighting Back!



What is Head Start?

• High quality early learning

• Timely developmental and 
sensory screenings and referrals

• Medical and dental home

• Social emotional learning

• Nutrition education, healthy meals 
and snacks

• Family goal setting

• Shared governance with Board 
and Parent Policy Council



Head Start Under Attack
• Jan 2025 - Funding Freeze for some programss

• Feb 2025- April 2025- Firing Federal Head Start Staff, closing Regional 
offices (Preliminary Injunction)

• Mar 2025 - Banning DEI (Preliminary Injunction)

• May 2025 – Trump budget proposes to eliminate Head Start funding 

• July 2025 - Immigrant exclusion directive (Preliminary Injunction)

• Dec 2025 – List of 200 banned words in Head Start grant applications 
(including "accessible," "belong," "Black," "disability," "female," 
"minority," "trauma," "tribal" and "women.")

• May 2026 - OMB Uniform Guidance:  Politicizing the grant award 
process (NPRM receives >500k comments, implementation delayed by 
CR 12/11/2026)



NPRM eliminates 90% of Head Start 
Performance Standards

• Requires instruction to be in only English

• Removes sections that address family support

• Reduced quality, safety, and individualization for children 
with higher student/child ratios

• Lowers the number of hours and days of service

• Caps administrative costs to 5% (from 15%)

• Strips sections on home visiting and serving children with 
disabilities. 

• Enables programs to suspend or expel children from the 
program

• Removes timelines for health and developmental screenings

• Projects $2.2b in "savings" creating 236k "new" slots without 
increasing funding



Take action 
for Head 

Start


