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Session Overview

e The state’s 2025 legislative session ended on
time on April 27th

e This was a “long session” in the biennial cycle

e Legislature passed 423 bills

e Legislature passed biennial budget that
includes a mix of cuts, investments & new
revenue

e Governor wrapped up bill & budget signings
on May 20th
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https://leg.wa.gov/LIC/Documents/2024%207th%20cutoff.pdf

Political Dynamics

e New Governor, Insurance Commissioner & Attorney General
e Growing Democratic majorities in both chambers

e New House Health Committee Chair

e Interim agency leadership at HCA, DSHS & DOH

e Hot topics: housing, schools, public safety
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Budget Dynamics

Chart 1: Breakdown of Protected vs Unprotected Costs in the Washington

State Operating Budget e $16 billion shortfall over the next 4 years
WHAT IN THE STATE BUDGET IS CONSIDERED PROTECTED e Without new revenue, potential for deep
cuts - up to $3.5B in health cuts
o u
SS,E/; s Different approaches to the challenge:
UNPROTECTED 43 o /o .
CONSTITUTIONALLY o Gov. Inslee proposed $12B in new
Other Corractions, 0.an e N\ ggg?égs—gooOSTs reve n u e
o Gov. Ferguson proposed $4B in cuts
but did not propose a full budget
22% T A =+ - o Democratic Caucus proposed
QUASIPROTECTED progressive revenue options - some

Sowrce: Office of Financial Management, 2024

were rejected by Gov. Ferguson
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Budget Outcomes

The Legislature-passed $77B budget for 2025-2027
(SB 5167) includes:

o $7.4B increase in spending over 2 years

o $5.9B in cuts over 4 years

o $9.3B in new revenue over 4 years

Notable features:

O

O

O

~0ocus on maintaining services for people

Preserves the “Rainy Day” fund

Honors most collective bargaining, but includes 6%
reductions for many agencies
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https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5167-S.PL.pdf?q=20250514092613

Revenue Package Outcomes

The Legislature passed several new revenue bills that were signed by the Governor:

HB 2081, B&O Tax Adds .5% B&O surcharge on taxable revenue above $250M, from 2026-2029
Increase

SB 5813, Capital Gains |Starting in tax year 2025, increases capital gains tax 7% on gains up to $1M and
& Estate Tax 9.9% on gains over $1M

SB 5794, Obsolete Tax |Starting 2026, repeals or sunsets various tax preferences, including B&O tax
Preferences deductions, preferential rates, and exemptions (partial veto for community banks)

SB 5814, Sales Tax on |Extends retail sales & use tax to specific services, adds nicotine & cigarette taxes,

Services and requires a prepayment of sales tax for business with taxable retail sales over
$3M in 2026

HB 2077, “Tesla Tax” Excise tax on banking/sale of certain surplus zero-emission vehicle credits

SB 5801, Gas Tax Increases gas tax by $0.06/gallon starting July 2025 and 2% in 2026
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=2081&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=5813&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=5794&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=5814&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2077&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=5801&Year=2025&Initiative=false
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Context: Washingtonians
Speak on Health Priorities

e 95% of Washingtonians are now insured
e But barriers continue to challenge access

e NOHLA & Fair Health Prices Washington partners surveyed
1,000+ Washingtonians in 2024 to understand priorities
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https://fairhealthprices.org/2025-solutions/

Cost Leads Many to Avoid Treatment

57% of respondents deferred or delayed seeking medical treatment or changed their use of prescription
medications due to cost in the last year.

Delayed or skipped going to a doctor or health care provider _ 29%

Skipped a recommended test or treatment [ 22%

Not gotten a medical device [ 11%

Delayed or skipped going to the dentist [ 36%

Not gotten mental health care or treatment for substance use
disorder B 12x

Not filled a prescription [ 18%

Cut pills in half or skipped a medication dose - 12%
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Impact of Costs on Washingtonians

Nearly 1/3 of respondents had household medical debt, and many more faced other serious hardship

due to high costs.

Reduce discretionary spending (e.g., going on vacations, eating out)
Struggle to pay for basic necessities (e.g., food, heat, housing)

Use up all or most of your savings

Withdraw money from a retirement or college fund

Lose sleep because of worry
Prioritize between medical needs (choosing one medicine over another)
Feel afraid to change jobs because you’d lose your health insurance

Go on a payment plan with a hospital or provider
Took on debt (credit card, second mortgage, personal loan)
Get a loan or gift from family or friends

Have a lower credit score

Get contacted by a collection agency or creditor
Get taken to court for a medical debt 6%
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Percentage of households experiencing
difficulty in past two years

TOTAL EXPERIENCING ANY DIFFICULTY (Understanding, Using,  75%

Other ACCQSS C hal Ienges Affording, Accessing)

UNDERSTANDING . 54%
Recently, 3 out of 4 individuals have faced Difficfulty understanding what health insurance covers and 43%
: : : : pays tor
Cha”enges In understandlng, using, aﬁordmg’ or Difficulty understanding what providers are in insurance 35%
accessing care through their insurance. network
Difficulty understanding/choosing health insurance 32%
plans/options
USAGE 52%
Difficulty having insurance cover a medical service, 41%
“Make it easier to access mental health care. It’s prescription
extre me/y diffiCU/t to find insurance-covered care Difficulty finding a provider that takes specific insurance 33%
and there’s a long wait list for the options AEEORDING 2E%
: ” Difficulty using health insurance for prescription medications  34%
available. because the out-of-pocket costs for medicines are too high
Difficulty using health insurance for medical services because 34%
- Survey respondent & Apple Health enrollee the out-of-pocket costs for those services are too high
Difficulty affording the monthly premiums of health insurance  29%
ACCESSING 51%
Difficulty finding health care providers in a timely manner 44%

Difficulty accessing mental or behavioral health care providers 27%
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Priority: Defend an Equitable Safety Net

Recent improvements in coverage and affordability were at high risk of being cut, including:

e Apple Health After Pregnancy (postpartum)
e Apple Health Expansion for immigrants
e (Cascade Care Savings premium assistance

e Medicare Savings Program expansion for elders & people with disabilities

Plus looming federal threats...
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Outcome: Safety Net

Together with our allies, we successfully averted numerous devastating cuts, including:

Apple Health/
Medicaid

"JApple Health Expansion for immigrants remains intact.
But, unused 2024 supplemental funds mostly swept and AHE codification bill HB 1482 did not advance.

"dMedicare Savings program expansion for elders and people with disabilities remains intact.
x Planned expansion of Apple Health acupuncture & chiropractic benefit did not go into effect.

HB 2041 - Would have rolled back 12-month postpartum coverage to 6 months. Did not pass.
12-month coverage remains, but funded at a lower amount.

Exchange

Cascade Care Savings premium assistance funded through 2026, but not 2027. Funded at a lower amount.

"4 Dedicated funding for immigrant premium assistance remains intact. Contingency plan for 1332 waiver.
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=1482&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2041&Year=2025&Initiative=false

Priority: Improve Health Care Affordability

Fixing our health care affordability challenges isn't about finding a single solution—it's about embracing a
multi-pronged approach. Click here to download our 2025 Policy Priorities fact sheet.

H

Tackle Unfair Prices Slow Corporate Influence Improve Transparency Stop Unfair Medical Bills

TAR®

HEALTH

WASHINGTON


https://fairhealthprices.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2025-FHP-Policy-Priorities-2.10.25.pdf

Outcome: Affordability

We supported 7 affordability bills that passed.

Stop unfair
medical billing

SB 5480 - Prohibits entities from reporting medical debt on consumer credit scores. Passed, Gov signed
SB 5651 - Permanently exempts $2K in household savings from garnishment due to debt. Passed, Gov
signed

Improve
transparency

| HB 1382 - Allows state’s all-payer claims database to publish negotiated health prices. Passed, Gov
signed

| HB 1686 - Requires DOH to plan toward a comprehensive provider & facility registry. Passed, Gov
signed
SB 5493 - Codifies federal hospital price transparency rules & gives DOH oversight. Passed, Gov signed
SB 5568 - Requires OFM to update the statewide health resources strategy. Passed, Gov signed

Slow corporate
influence

m HB 1881 - Keep Our Care Act, giving AGO oversight over health entity consolidation. Did not pass
m SB 5387 - Codifies the corporate practice of medicine doctrine preventing corporate interference with
provider care decisions. Did not pass

Tackle high prices

|SB 5083 - Caps excess hospital prices in public & school worker plans, saving state over $400M per
biennium, and reinvests some savings in behavioral health access. Passed, Gov signed
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https://u84cn8mab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vk2upHjj3mH7--WaFVWvxoFAha4mzXGsT7ZbBBJpY2Yrpew6b5Ip0zudeuIwec6PGc8AE4OGy_pa6U_dNIMGBsHb9WjAZgOD1jnYJyiKR6L7CU8PqL5lLgPAT3AUevRa7pE96To01c3Uvz-QbXEEOeW7ghBlWJkDcGvv9bHzrZtkbncv_GU3aY4cVYOuyXwAwEhsDlRXupvTukmel4qdHymbLRypzafoww92ZNgmqF9XQB_6Xk-waQ==&c=k1ukRTObqqQU3hZovfh7-YMwMLKT6wJH5biWdCTIm7rZ3GO_VFPesA==&ch=E6emLhIs2Q4dH04AJhpmOxd-sjmBvPzR3uA4uxYgqhuyu4MdlPeMyg==
https://u84cn8mab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vk2upHjj3mH7--WaFVWvxoFAha4mzXGsT7ZbBBJpY2Yrpew6b5Ip0zudeuIwec6PEgflaY9FV4t48qE3QUBLQtDDFEaw4WgnLJf4h5Qpmn3FBzNcX0lA_wohnMTKW-TE_gcQzSLpwnJ1OND7scBrgdq1kEMZrBeL0s5-q1ULIomZjd3dwl4EQKgNWxQJTg6bRQmjH4TkzLq4lCDWcHANMXcGloYwRjY9no78zrGQ86TpKvp0z6qcGg==&c=k1ukRTObqqQU3hZovfh7-YMwMLKT6wJH5biWdCTIm7rZ3GO_VFPesA==&ch=E6emLhIs2Q4dH04AJhpmOxd-sjmBvPzR3uA4uxYgqhuyu4MdlPeMyg==
https://u84cn8mab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vk2upHjj3mH7--WaFVWvxoFAha4mzXGsT7ZbBBJpY2Yrpew6b5Ip048kU33fO3tXOTRyC93GAyn-oyhPYdKmYMB5mmxB7JrKcRgumFg8belT0zOGHgdd1IbKtBp-xAzXARtf0cT9TJtFTP3DuRftyRdy2v2ElATunQo8pY7KgVregAQ_-2XpB_jVC3GOL6YkSuRqCDR8FgXQOE68J24zktnC0zDnLpUg77gn9V9eeVsHun4bvI9uKA==&c=k1ukRTObqqQU3hZovfh7-YMwMLKT6wJH5biWdCTIm7rZ3GO_VFPesA==&ch=E6emLhIs2Q4dH04AJhpmOxd-sjmBvPzR3uA4uxYgqhuyu4MdlPeMyg==
https://u84cn8mab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vk2upHjj3mH7--WaFVWvxoFAha4mzXGsT7ZbBBJpY2Yrpew6b5Ip0zudeuIwec6PJE0F8Yn-q6_l37aXg_oEmhADjzRpdLi87Kgom6REj8p4iUloyylMFnzva_S5tzM3jtwWNVYq_NXan__dlNRx3w9eKwqXkTr8WczqSp61PBhipNPUIVB6-IY_q3nTNR-dX_UtjY24DJx32STqi3ZupF-wdVeKCcSZDJZ3WHHSAEg8eXPHXJxUsA==&c=k1ukRTObqqQU3hZovfh7-YMwMLKT6wJH5biWdCTIm7rZ3GO_VFPesA==&ch=E6emLhIs2Q4dH04AJhpmOxd-sjmBvPzR3uA4uxYgqhuyu4MdlPeMyg==
https://u84cn8mab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vk2upHjj3mH7--WaFVWvxoFAha4mzXGsT7ZbBBJpY2Yrpew6b5Ip048kU33fO3tXcwn-nVTck7WuRiC7NvxRjnds3MM7NxbEe_-3adzBvGlAmXYjrVy_ZsyU6d-unI5Bd7SOJCjUyF9-u8PjnVri0cxazPohEk7MKLLl28W6ef6nT4UAAKYjLM3EXaVU2nVDDNLPHKnguznXPX0uQ4ZTEJlcpPpl_ypnsNjOg5S4MGjsNm2qzRl4SA==&c=k1ukRTObqqQU3hZovfh7-YMwMLKT6wJH5biWdCTIm7rZ3GO_VFPesA==&ch=E6emLhIs2Q4dH04AJhpmOxd-sjmBvPzR3uA4uxYgqhuyu4MdlPeMyg==
https://u84cn8mab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vk2upHjj3mH7--WaFVWvxoFAha4mzXGsT7ZbBBJpY2Yrpew6b5Ip0zudeuIwec6P5bZ8FG0uYyaYWRAylL4Ni2-i0ksVPWF99TW-nJQOMU5c9gYhcL-82UHhPlpG2ihnJqw0U2cWHCSumDykz9r0jSh1SIxQQGBo5LqyKKnaRgrtwBWxKKpCJY00lf40cjJdzdmu6RHmeLggUwHUv87r5O5u9lif6VbW_iC2bS4V2FqDo1NXBmx61A==&c=k1ukRTObqqQU3hZovfh7-YMwMLKT6wJH5biWdCTIm7rZ3GO_VFPesA==&ch=E6emLhIs2Q4dH04AJhpmOxd-sjmBvPzR3uA4uxYgqhuyu4MdlPeMyg==
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?Year=2025&BillNumber=1881
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=5387&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://u84cn8mab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vk2upHjj3mH7--WaFVWvxoFAha4mzXGsT7ZbBBJpY2Yrpew6b5Ip0zudeuIwec6Pn4-6ucYX80JBNCe1Vj-rIzR2lGjaeFfogyLENEIdpo6hVjM3HZeRyYkocXMmiySCYo5z7cDs2HgudJajb2tugqWG93h-untZWGqYVcP-AhQGxGn-Q7iXfgh7sOX3kaXc-U1-wsqL0H9lyiqpGl5ahtxKJeI9dq3Yc9oa3wkoTbU=&c=k1ukRTObqqQU3hZovfh7-YMwMLKT6wJH5biWdCTIm7rZ3GO_VFPesA==&ch=E6emLhIs2Q4dH04AJhpmOxd-sjmBvPzR3uA4uxYgqhuyu4MdlPeMyg==

Priority: Expand Access to Care

We worked to address health care barriers, including:
e Preventing denials of needed care
e Maintaining health care rights in a volatile landscape

e Expanding universal access
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Outcome: Access

We supported or improved many bills that could expand access, such as:

Care denials | HB 1432 - Improves access to mental health & substance use services in private plans.
Passed, Gov signed

m SB 5395 - Adds safeguards to prevent excessive prior authorization in Medicaid and private
plans. Did not pass

Universal access SJM 8004 - Legislative petition to Congress for a universal health system. Passed, filed
with Secretary of State

NoHLA
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https://u84cn8mab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vk2upHjj3mH7--WaFVWvxoFAha4mzXGsT7ZbBBJpY2Yrpew6b5Ip048kU33fO3tXnsLaZ9OtuMm2i8iTW-vhES7POZudhT2SF5cG-eyFXGNhOw0YKRVoSkKk5jt9xNeWRZT6-1K9Yp4QoxYC4i9r3jpDYJBFtye1eIVqaI4fnrkkOwmI4sqW2MyVf37qZ6E8IkC9hwrL_WU-RiHl0zHAn8Ra6kZtxKKxCUcTld4sQkA=&c=k1ukRTObqqQU3hZovfh7-YMwMLKT6wJH5biWdCTIm7rZ3GO_VFPesA==&ch=E6emLhIs2Q4dH04AJhpmOxd-sjmBvPzR3uA4uxYgqhuyu4MdlPeMyg==
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__app.leg.wa.gov_billsummary-3FYear-3D2025-26BillNumber-3D5395&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=LB5YFuPkzngbO1ItuA-todUu20-8cLA9wiVXiVZ1dm8&m=hScsbuWmzTwfHhJgnm3f6YqpD-TfB8U5fJH--JlXhslTSACjzSmHNWh6pGNbEawn&s=jwZoECSNxjYzN1j8ll9FA8-rzNsGM66Voi0s12oWajM&e=
https://u84cn8mab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vk2upHjj3mH7--WaFVWvxoFAha4mzXGsT7ZbBBJpY2Yrpew6b5Ip048kU33fO3tXLUfyO-nIAIrpCa3H3hUjzFrOmkpQpzJ8xgk0W4WZRvGhbiU_q_slqnW45WorlDlvYjQKpAfIME2ROfuTuqeWz9Ik5RY9KPz4ldCl-RySJKZ7R5WUvWzO1tvsG-mL_ZlRkRwf_js3ECZd8mkqd5FnhhAa8HEMJ0-_Cl0CgXNgkTA=&c=k1ukRTObqqQU3hZovfh7-YMwMLKT6wJH5biWdCTIm7rZ3GO_VFPesA==&ch=E6emLhIs2Q4dH04AJhpmOxd-sjmBvPzR3uA4uxYgqhuyu4MdlPeMyg==

Select Other Health Bill Highlights™®

*Non-exhaustive, see here for all passed bills

HCA = Health Care Authority
OIC = Office of the Insurance
Commissioner

DSHS = Dept. of Social and
Health Services

DOH = Dept. of Health

OFM = Office of Financial
Management
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https://leg.wa.gov/media/crojylp4/2025-7th-cutoff.pdf

Public Coverage & Safety Net Programs

HB 1392, Medicaid
Access Program

Creates insurer assessment to draw down federal funds to increase Medicaid
professional services reimbursement. Passed, Gov signed,

HB 2040 - ABD recovery

Delays the elimination of Aged, Blind, or Disabled program payment recoveries by
the state from Oct. 2025 to Oct. 2028. Passed, Gov signed

SB 5128, Juv. detention
medical services

Clarifies that Medicaid reentry initiative applies to juveniles exiting detention.
Passed, Gov signed

SB 5232, HEN updates

Expands access to Housing & Essential Needs Referral Program & Medical Care
Services. Passed, withpartial veto of section that expands access to noncitizens

SB 5577, Medicaid HIV
antiretroviral drugs

Requires HCA/MCOs to cover FDA-approved HIV antiretroviral drugs without prior
auth or step therapy. Passed, Gov signed with partial veto of emergency clause

NoHLA
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=1392&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2040&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://u84cn8mab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vk2upHjj3mH7--WaFVWvxoFAha4mzXGsT7ZbBBJpY2Yrpew6b5Ip048kU33fO3tX1FN7K-5oQPH1T8VS6-5kBcoNmXCWlk3uZeqCDvcXPrVjNX5jWC14kyPwGxi0wae673RHU3p-0pjYsu_3_li8abYkHtFJjU4vfAQGKVkpBSKGQ2-jBcHTfzxfIMD3rHelGdhqsmWmGcucWUXJR9CIfyJrIhBTd7Rm6LXpG5Izkf4=&c=k1ukRTObqqQU3hZovfh7-YMwMLKT6wJH5biWdCTIm7rZ3GO_VFPesA==&ch=E6emLhIs2Q4dH04AJhpmOxd-sjmBvPzR3uA4uxYgqhuyu4MdlPeMyg==
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5232&Chamber=Senate&Year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5577&Year=2025&Initiative=false

Private Health Coverage

HB 1669, Prosthetics &
Orthotics

Effective 2026, requires group insurance plans to cover limb prosthesis and
custom orthotic limb braces when medically necessary to participate in activities of
daily living and certain physical activities. Passed, Gov signed

HB 1971, 12-month
hormone therapy

Requires state-regulated private health plans to provide 12-month fills of
prescription hormone therapy. Passed, Gov signed

SB 5084, Carrier primary
care reporting

Permits OIC to require health insurers to report on their primary care expenditures.
Passed, Gov signed

SB 5262, OIC statutes

Technical “clean-up” that revises a number of references & studies in statutes
administered by the insurance commissioner. Passed, Gov signed

SB 5498, 12-month
contraception

Requires state-regulated private health plans to provide 12-month fills of
contraception, rather than just refills. Passed, Gov signed

NoHLA
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1669&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=1971&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5084&Initiative=false&Year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5262&Year=2025&Initiative=False
https://u84cn8mab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vk2upHjj3mH7--WaFVWvxoFAha4mzXGsT7ZbBBJpY2Yrpew6b5Ip048kU33fO3tXSpTc4-GbpA8K_naNQCUb2jV1uATCIjviDoy2OeYCTf2Ev-jV7ZITnjtNDmcUrjVcDB_DJDhyPNIjdm0EahogI4zc6tfiI3lhsngNuQR8KUhqEL6qMRhnyyUtQyL76zmIjc5GZXm-d1sCBajPmUovQ5VpsExmHVZJkvlXza77NBgJVfRg_X5mdQ==&c=k1ukRTObqqQU3hZovfh7-YMwMLKT6wJH5biWdCTIm7rZ3GO_VFPesA==&ch=E6emLhIs2Q4dH04AJhpmOxd-sjmBvPzR3uA4uxYgqhuyu4MdlPeMyg==

Long Term Care

HB 1142, LTC Aligns training & certification requirements for different kinds of long-term care workers
training providing in-home care for family members (related to WA Cares). Passed, Gov signed
SB 5200, Vets Exempts certain medical foster homes for veterans that are under VA oversight from adult

med. foster homes |family home licensure. Passed, Gov signed

SB 5291, LTSS Implements technical improvements to WA Cares related to recommendations of the
recommendations |long-term services and supports trust commission. Passed, Gov signed

SB 5337, Memory |Requires adult family homes to meet certification requirements in order to have a memory
care certification care unit. Passed, Gov signed

SB 5672, Home Requires DOH to adopt rules to delay I-1163 home care aide certification requirements.
care certification Passed, Gov signed

SJR 8201, LTSS Sends an initiative to voters to amend the Constitution to allow the state to invest WA Cares
Investment funds. Passed, filed with Secretary of State

NoHLA
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=1142&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5200&Year=2025&Initiative=False
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2Fbillsummary%3FBillNumber=5291%26Year=2025%26Initiative=False/1/010001946c8169da-87ecdec8-fc7d-4c6f-8e4a-e221658f70cc-000000/bPqIZMMGPwgOhT0XY4atO7cc63KteS7N-J_DWWpPD8k=388
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5337&Year=2025&Initiative=False
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5672&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=8201&Year=2025&Initiative=false

Disability Care

HB 1130, DDA Requires DSHS Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDA) to prioritize specified

waivers populations when enrolling clients in open home & community-based waiver slots. Passed,
Gov signed
SB 5394, DDA Reduces DSHS DDA no-paid services caseload services, making them optional and more

no-paid caseload |limited. Passed, Gov signed

SB 5680, Right to |Establishes a right to repair for mobility equipment for persons with physical disabillities.
repair Passed, Gov signed

SB 5393, Closing | Prohibits new admissions to the Rainier School after June 2027 and takes other steps to
Rainier School phase down the facility. Passed, Gov signed
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1130&Year=2025&Initiative=False
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5394&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5680&Chamber=Senate&Year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5393&Year=2025&Initiative=false

Behavioral Health

HB 1287, BH
disclosure

Allows the disclosure of certain health information by certain behavioral health providers for
care coordination. Passed, Gov signed

HB 1427, Peer
support specialists

Expands peer support specialists infrastructure, including changes to HCA and Medicaid
managed care. Passed, Gov signed

HB 1811,
Co-responders

Enhances crisis response services through co-response integration and support. Passed, Gov
sighed

HB 1813, Medicaid
BH crisis

Changes the way that HCA & Medicaid managed care organizations interact with behavioral
health crisis infrastructure. Passed, Gov signed

SB 5388, DOC BH
certification

Requires DOC and DOH to jointly adopt standards for behavioral health provided to individuals
In correctional facilities. Passed, Gov signed

SB 5361, ASAM
criteria

Delays the requirement that MCOs and carriers use ASAM 4 criteria as the utilization
management standard until Jan. 2028. Passed, Gov signhed

SB 5696, MH Tax

Expands uses of the mental health & chem. dependency sales & use tax. Passed, Gov signed

NoHLA
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1287&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2Fbillsummary%3FBillNumber=1427%26Year=2025%26Initiative=False/1/01000194b4f29f9a-9bf8c47b-5a02-4439-94ff-fd53da90fb69-000000/3OKlx8pBBiv6596qyJB_FnFiX9VD6E2wRfsIIfZjPOc=390
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1811&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1813&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5388&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5361&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?Year=2025&BillNumber=5696

Health Care Delivery System

HB 1186, Medication
dispensing

Expands the situations in which medications can be dispensed or delivered from
hospitals and health care entities. Passed, Gov signed

HB 1706, Prior auth API
timelines

Delays the implementation of application programming interfaces for prior authorization
to align with federal guidelines. Passed, Gov signed

SB 5122, Merger
notification

Requires entities filing Hart-Scott-Rodino pre-merger antitrust paperwork with the
federal government to file with the state in certain circumstances. Passed, Gov signed

SB 5118, International
medical graduates

Updates the requirements for the clinical experience license for international medical
graduates. Passed, Gov signed

SB 5579, Contract
negotiations

Prohibits health insurers, facilities, and providers from making public statements of
potential or planned contract terminations unless it satisfies a legal obligation. Passed,
Gov signed
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1186&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1706&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2Fbillsummary%3FBillNumber=5122%26Year=2025%26Initiative=False/1/010001946c8169da-87ecdec8-fc7d-4c6f-8e4a-e221658f70cc-000000/Nw1c-E85qrfG4jkhDCUYb6x2MRb2qvjQxuCk1pxocqg=388
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5118&Year=2025&Initiative=False
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=5579&Year=2025&Initiative=false

Public Health

HB 1531, Evidence-
based public health

Preserving the ability of public officials to address communicable diseases by
requiring public health responses to be guided by science. Passed, Gov signed

HB 1720, Community
medication assistance

Expanding the authority of non-practitioners to assist people with prefilled insulin
syringes and other self-injectables. Passed, Gov sighed

SB 5244, WIC blood
screening

Allows Women, infants, and Children (WIC) program staff to perform certain
hematological screening tests related to iron deficiency. Passed, Gov signed

SB 5455, Cancer
research endowment

Makes technical changes to the administration of the Andy Hill cancer research
endowment. Passed, Gov signed
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https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2Fbillsummary%3FBillNumber=1531%26Year=2025%26Initiative=False/1/0100019495d51e81-3ec8fb7c-dccc-4e4f-8333-ca5b2d5b075b-000000/IGMNeS9dtLlJe9QOHatzEgA2DxmGghs5F8KOA4ovt2A=389
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1720&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5244&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5455&Year=2025&Initiative=false

Reproductive Health

HB 1215, Pregnancy
advance directive

Removes pregnancy exception from the model advance health care directive form
under the natural death act. Passed, Gov signed

HB 1296, Public
education

Makes changes to the parental rights initiative (I-2081) for children in public schools,
including conforming to previous mature minor doctrine. Passed, Gov signed

SB 5093, Dignity in
pregnancy loss

Repeals the crime of concealed birth and makes related changes. Passed, Gov signed

SB 5632, Shield law
refinements

Clarifies the previous “Shield Law,” related to protecting confidentiality of records &
information from another state's reproductive enforcement laws. Passed, Gov signed

SB 5557, EMTALA

Aims to codify federal protections for pregnant people seeking emergency treatment.
Passed, Gov signed
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1215&Year=2025&Initiative=False
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1296&Initiative=False&Year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5093&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?Year=2025&BillNumber=5632
https://u84cn8mab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vk2upHjj3mH7--WaFVWvxoFAha4mzXGsT7ZbBBJpY2Yrpew6b5Ip048kU33fO3tXxwC3w0R7ZNvHHXbPi90WwyB3e8gWGNeYMWB9Sj9JdlJixb1WFpdZyUAC2QhPvHaxa2P0xtfymir90vLSaCNpgx2KL1eCJRnN_0Ew6_USz3dELU_PbrG8leUlEg21vYhC-8jT_U-dJrnrmZU1UddN4q4Ga5OXbl0uwPdyr4wGXpU=&c=k1ukRTObqqQU3hZovfh7-YMwMLKT6wJH5biWdCTIm7rZ3GO_VFPesA==&ch=E6emLhIs2Q4dH04AJhpmOxd-sjmBvPzR3uA4uxYgqhuyu4MdlPeMyg==

Notable Bills That Did Not Pass

HB 1291 - Concerning cost sharing for maternity services.

HB 1445/SB 5233 - Washington Health Trust, related to single payer/universal health care.

HB 1743, Enhancing opportunities for community-based providers to provide health care services in carceral
settings.

HB 2073/SB 5808 - Funding Cascade Care Savings by assessing insurers’ excess accumulated surplus funds.

SB 5124 - Establishing network adequacy standards for skilled nursing facilities and rehabilitation hospitals.

SB 5331 - Strengthening consumer protection through increased insurer accountability for violations of the
iInsurance code.

SB 5258 - Implementing state auditor recommendations for reducing improper Medicaid concurrent enrollment
payments. (concerning bill)

SJM 8002 - Joint memorial to Congress regarding concerns with Medicare Advantage plans.

NOHLA And many more...
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1291&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=1445&Chamber=House&Year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=5233&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1743&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2073&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=5808&Chamber=Senate&Year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5124&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5331&Year=2025&Initiative=False
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2Fbillsummary%3FBillNumber=5258%26Year=2025%26Initiative=False/1/010001946c8169da-87ecdec8-fc7d-4c6f-8e4a-e221658f70cc-000000/pRIyzWFFRip7WgtxAGwWxutbTQOj_w_NAjq26DiAPsk=388
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=8002&Year=2025&Initiative=false

Select Other Health Budget Highlights*®

*Non-exhaustive, with a focus on the operating budget.

Governor vetoed a number of funding earmarks for small health-related programs &
specific organizations, veto message here.


https://governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-05/5167.pdf

Apple Health Reimbursement Changes

The Legislature’s budget reduced some reimbursement rates in Apple Health, which could impact access:

Reduces managed care organization capitation rates for physical & behavioral health services by 1%, starting in
2026.

Partially rolls back recent adult & pediatric dental rate increases, except for Access to Baby and Child Dentistry
services for certain children, starting in 2025.

Sets fee-for-service lab rates at 80% of Medicare rates starting in 2026, and requires managed care organizations
to use this schedule as a ceiling.

Eliminates reimbursement for hospital ancillary services (labs, therapy, etc.) for hospital patients in administrative
day stays.

Reduces previous funding to increase the number & payment rate of children’s long-term inpatient (CLIP) beds.

Assumes savings from purchasing incontinence & urinary supplies through a value-based purchasing contract.
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Other Notable Health Reductions

e Reduces Abortion Access Project enhanced funding to retain reproductive health providers by 55%. (DOH)

e Reduces funding to Rainier School, related to planned wind-down - but also increases funding to community
placement alternatives such as State-Operated Living Alternatives. (DSHS)

e Assumes delay in implementing application for a Katie Beckett 1115 waiver. (HCA/DSHS)

e Reduces funding for behavioral health in a number of areas, including BH housing & eliminating homeless
respite care. (multiple)

e Reduces funding to Area Agencies on Aging case management & nursing. (DSHS)

e Reduces funding to the Health Care Cost Transparency Board and Universal Health Care Commission,
though the UHCC received some transfer funds from OIC. (HCA)

e Reduces some funding to Office of Equity. (GOV)
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Other Notable Health Investments & Provisos

Directs entities that contract with the state to notify agencies of federal agency/law enforcement requests related to
private health data for non-citizens or sensitive reproductive health services. (multiple)

Funds application for a federal waiver to allow Apple Health payment for tribal traditional healing practices. (HCA)

Funds to defray the cost of services in Exchange plans if federal law prohibits the inclusion of certain services, such
as gender-affirming care, in the Essential Health Benefits package. (OIC)

Funds eligibility & enrollment infrastructure, including:

o Automated solution to streamline coverage transitions between Apple Health & Healthplanfinder. (HBE)
o Medicaid Asset Verification System improvements. (HCA)
o Transition of Apple Health Classic population to Healthplanfinder instead of Washington Connection. (multiple)

o Implementation of federal eligibility & enrollment and home & community-based services rules. (Multiple)
Behavioral health investments, such as start-up costs & operational support for 3 Crisis Relief Centers. (multiple)

Investments in long-term care, such as some rate increases for home care, some assisted living facilities, &
community residential services. (DSHS)

Funds items from the opioid settlement account, such as the tele-buprenorphine hotline. (DOH)

NoHLA

Northwest Health Law Advocates



On the Horizon

e Federal changes to Medicaid, Medicaid & Affordable Care
Act programs

e Federal changes to public health & health research funding

e State legislator changes

NoHLA
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Get Involved and
Stay Informed

Sign up for NoHLA’s newsletter updates: Stay up-to-date
with the latest health care news and advocacy efforts.
Subscribe here.

Look up a bill by number or topic: Curious about specific
legislation? Find detailed information on bills at Washington
State Legislature.

Find budget documents: Explore budget details and
financial reports at Washington State Fiscal Information.

Support NoHLA: Your donations help us continue our
advocacy work. Donate now.

Read the NoHLA Blog: Get insights and updates on health
care issues. Visit our blog.

NoHLA
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https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/6yvNq2j/newsletterform
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/
https://fiscal.wa.gov/
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/8Yma4Hb2D091zTL4v0zEVw
https://nohla.org/category/newsfromnohla/

Thank You

We appreciate your participation in the NoHLA Post-Session Legislative
Wrap-up Webinar. Your engagement and support are invaluable to us.

For any questions or further information, please feel free to contact us:

Email: emily@nohla.org
Website: nohla.org

NoHLA

Northwest Health Law Adv



mailto:emily@nohla.org
http://www.nohla.org

